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A brief Account of the Diſp enſar y erected 2 


at the College of Phyſiciaus in War- 


wick. lane, London, for the Rehef of 
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their Relief. 


But not to be tedious in tracing matters too far backward,it will be ſufficient to take 
notice, that in the year 1687. at a publick meeting of the College it was -unani- 
mouſly Voted, . 31 8 5 $1301 355 

* That all Members of the Colledge, whether Felluun, Candidates, er Licentiates, ſpbnld give 
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2dly, That the Med cines which they take, are faithfully made up, according to 
the Preſcription of their Phyſician. | * n 

2dly, That they know their expence, before they ingage in it, and can't be im- 
pos d upon in the price of their Med cines. WS. a : 

gthly, That they have gratis the advice of an able, approv'd Phyſician, whoſe, 
Ability is warranted by the Colledge of Phyſicians, and his practice by the Laws of 
the Land, | 15 

The daily experience which the Subſcribers have, of the ill effects of bad Med 
cines, has oblig d em to be very careful to provide againſt the miſchievous conle. 


quences of ſuch Med'cines, if they ſhould creep into the Diſpenſary, which is the 


name of the Repoſitory of their Med'cines. To that end, two out of their number 
are choſen monthly to be Curators, whoſe peculiar bufineſs it is to look after the 
Diſpenſatian of all Med'cines, to ſee the mixing of the Drugs, and to examine nicely 
the goodneſs of em, and frequently to reviſe all Med'cines already made, and ſec 
aſide ſuch as they ſhall find to be in the leaſt decayed. But tho it be more peculiar- 
ly the core of theſe Curators to look after the diſpenſation of all Med cines, yet ic 
being an Article of ſuch importance tothe livesand health of their Fellow Subjects, 
few Med'cinesare there diſpens'd, the Ingredients of which have not firſt been care- 
fully inſpected, examin'd and approv'd by the greateſt part of che Subſcribers. 
Tis evident that no Aperhecaries Shop can pretend to this exactneſs, ſince tis im- 
ſſible for any of thoſe that make their own Med'cines, (who are not fifty out of 


10 many hundreds within the Bills of Mortality) fo to calculate what their vent 


ſhall be, as to make a quantity juſt ſufficient to anſwer the demands of their Cuſto- 
mers; nor is there any reaſon (if we may meaſure their Conſcience in this caſe by 
their other dealings) to ſuſpect em of ſo much honeſty as to throw away Drugs, 
which they can't vend, tho decayed. But that they do not throw any ſuch away, 
may be demonſtratively prov d. For tis ſo notorious, that the Wholeſale Apothecaries, 
by whom the reſt are furniſhed, make ſeveral ſorts as to Price and Goodneſs, of the 
ſame Med cine, the worſt of which is call'd {ply by the name of the Med'cine , ano- 
ther is call'd the better ſort, and a third the beſt. Now let the world judge, if thoſe, 
_ thatfor their gain induſtriouſly make up bad Med'cines, will rob themſelves of che 
Profit of ſuch as ſhall only accidentally become ſo. | 
As for the Retail Apothecaries who buy of the Who 
making em themſelves they cant be aſſut'd of the goodneſs of their Med cines. But 
tis vehemently to be ſuſpected, that they are certain of the contrary ; ſince the 
quantity of che ſort call'd imply by the name made by the Wholeſale Apothecaries, 
very much exceeds the quantity of that, which they call the Beſt, and demand the 
higheſt price for. Which isa ſtrong preſumption, that the worſt ſort, becauſe of 
= lownels of the price, is moſt call'd for by the Retail Apothecaries their Cu- 
omers, | 5 
A ſecond advantage from the Diſpenſary is, that whatever is preſcrib'd for the Pa- 
ient, is faithfully made up there. Tis but too notorious, that the Apothecaries, 
when any Med cine, which they have not in their Shops, happens to,be preſcrib'd, 
take the liberty of ſubſtituting ſomething elſe in the ſtead of i ; ſo that the Patient 
is in ſuch a caſe cheated of his Fee, being by ſuch alterations denied the benefit of 
his Phyſicians Judgment, which he paid for, and ſometimes of his Life, and the 
Phyſician of his Reputation by unskilful pernicious Changes. This can't happen 
at the College, becauſe the perſon who makes up, and delivers the Med'cines out, is 
a Servant, and has no Intereſt beyond his Sallary in the Office, and conſequently 
no temptation to ſo vile a cheat; nor if he had, cou'd he paſs undiſcover'd, becauſe 
being conſtantly oblig d to account for the quantity of any Med'cine delivered 
out, whither Simple or Compound, by Bills under the hands of the Subſcribers, ſhou'd 
he vary from them, his accounts cou'd not be adjuſted. Nor does he lie under any 
neceſlity to do it, becauſe the Subſcribers knowing what they ſhould have occaſion 
for, have provided plentifully to anſwer all demands, every Subſcriber having a 
_ to have ſuch Med cines prepar'd there, as he knows he ſhall call for in his 
ills. | | 
The caſe is quite otherwiſe with the Apothecary, he being often put upon it by 
the ſlenderneſs of his ſtock, which is generally furniſh'd only for his own practice, the 
beſt provided of 'em not atfording two hundred different Med'cines, whereas the 


London Diſpen(atory alone contains about eleven hundred Galenical Med cines only be. 


ſides the vaſt variety of Chymical Med'cines, that are now in uſe. and an almoſt in- 
finite number af Simples. He is likewile frequently prompted by Avarice to ſub- 
ſtitute a cheap Med'cine for a dear one, ſuch as the inſide of Oyſter. ſhells for Pearl, 
New — for Ruſſian Caſtor, Spaniſh Saffron, and even Turmerick for Engliſh Saf- 


fron, Cc. whereby the Patient is abus'd in his body, as well as his Purſe, In all 
| which 


lefale, %is plain; that not 
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pointed for that purpoſe, at the intrinſic 
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which Cheats they are the bolder, becauſe their practices are ſubmitted to the 
Inſpectien of none but their Servants and ſelves. — N 
The exorbitances of the Apothecaries Bills have been for a long time the 
moſt ſenſible, if not the greateſt Grievance to the people. The fore. 
mentioned abuſes were felt. only in their conſequences, while the parties 
aggrieved languiſhed under miſeries of which they ſeldom ſuſpected the true cauſe. 
But their Purſes complain'd loudly of intolerable exattions, while every viſitation of 
ſickneſs was worſe to em than a Land Tax. Tho this might be patiently enough 
ſupported by the Rich, who were willing to purchaſe the recovery of their health _ 
at any rats ; yet jt was a burthen under which the meaner Tradeſmen, their Servants, 


and the Poor groan'd exceedingly. And what made theſe impoſitions frequently more 


inſupportable was, that the charge was in many caſes one perſon's, and the danger 

another's; and he that felt none of the pain, was to pay for the relief; and there- 

fore grudg'd the expence. | of a tc | 
The Phyſicians had (as we have already obſerv'd) frequently offer'd to contribute 


the ir part toward the relief of ſuch indigent people; which Charity of theirs was in 


great meaſure fruſtrated by the Apothecaries obſtinate refuſal to moderate theic 
gains, tho with reſpect to the poor only. In the fitting up therefore of the L#bora- 


tory, and Di penſary at the College of Phyſicians, regard was chiefly had to themeaner 


ſort of Tradeſmen and their Apprentices, to Servants, and the poor, for whoſe benefit 
this Subſcription was enter'd into, the Subſcribers intending no advantage to them- 
ſelves by them, but the Merits of their Charity. 8 | 
For this purpoſe there are Servants conſtantly attending at the College to make 
up all ſuch Bills as ſhall come from any Subſcriber, and to deliver em at the rates 


ſet upon em by the Phyſician that writes the Bill, which is done according to aBook 


of Rates delivered to each Subſcriber, 2 by a Committee by themſelves ap- 
value, which by a modeſt computation is 
lower by fifteen Shillings in the pound Sterling, than the ordinary demands of the 
Apothecaries, beſides their extraordinary Arts of ſwelling a Bill. The price being 
ſet upon the Bill, ſecures the Patient, that he ſhall not be exacted upon by the Ser- 
vants, and likewiſe informs him, what his charge is like to be; whereas by running 
on Tick with the Apothecary, he is engag'd in an expence which he can't compute, 
and frequently in a debt which he can't without ruine diſcharge. . 


It muſt be confeſs d, that, to come to a Par with the Diſpenſary in the rates of _ 


their Mgd'cines, the Apothecaries muſt give away their Profits, which wou d ruine 


em. But ſo much was never deſir d of em; it was propos d only, that they ſhou'd 


moderate their Gains, and by aſcertaining the rates of Med'cines for the uſe of the 
Poor, aſſure em that they ſhou'd not be impos'd upon, which was with indignati- 
on and, ill manners rejected by em. It is indeed expected, that they ſhou'd abate 
very. much of their preſent exactions upon the Rich, as well as Poor; and not pre- 
tend upon a Mechanick Education, and a Stock of Fifty Pounds (which is more 
than the intrinſick value of all the Med cines and Drugs in moſt*Apothecaries Shops 
in or about London, the other Furniture of their Shops, as Pots, Glaſſes, &c. beingla 
dead Stock, which makes no returns, and requires daily reparation) to rival the 
Gains and Expences of the moſt confiderable of their Neighbours, that employ in 
Trade four, five, or ten thouſand pounds, that is, fourſcore, a hundred, or two 
hundred times their Stock, as moſt of em apparently do; and all of em outfigure, 
and look with ſcorn upon their Neighbours, that employ ten, and twenty times 
their Stock. From hence, without a nice enquiry into particulars, it may be eaſily 
gueſt what their Profits muſt be, that out of ſo poor a Stock can maintain ſo great 
Pride and Expence. | | 

But leaving the Apothecaries to rate their Bills as they think fit, the Subſcribers 
wiſh, that inſtead of taking the intrinſich value of their Med'cines only, they cou d 
afford to remit even that too. But that being a Charge too heavy for the Shoulders 
of a few private men, conſidering the vaſt numbers of Sick Poor (not receiv'd into 
the Hoſpitals, or taken care of by *em ) that want ſuch relief, the Subſcribers con- 
rent themſelves with this Eſſay, till the concurring Charity of others more able 
ſhall empower 'em to do more. = 

But that this Charity may be as compleat, as it lies in their power to make it, the 
Phyſicians ſubſcribing do every one of em ſeverally engage to give their Advice gra- 
tis to all ſuch Poor, as ſhall apply to them at the places of their Habitation , and to 
viſit ſuch of them as are not able to come to them, as often as need ſhall require, at 
their own dwellings. And further to encourage the Poor to reſort to em in their ne- 
ceſſities, two of em do conſtantly every Wedneſday and Saturday in the afternoon at- 
tend at the College of Phyſicians, to conſider, and adviſe upon the complaints of 
all ſuch Poor, as repair to em, for advice, And they are willing to do it oftener, if 
it ſhall be though: neceſſary. | | -:—— ml 


perſons to imitate ſo fair an Example, and encourage ſo uſeful a Charity, 
deavouring to promote and extend it. 
This Account has been render'd neceſſary 


(4) 

"This xis hop'd may ſuffice to vindicate fo charitable and ſo honourable an underta- 
king from the falſe Inſinuations and Aſperſions of ſome baſe Principled Men, who find 
ie their Intereſt to oppoſe both Juſtice and Charity; and to invite Publick-ſpirited 


y en- 


„ by the malice of ſome perſons, who 


bave induſtriouſly, ſpread abroad a report, that the Subſcribers were weary of their 
Charity, and diſcontiqued it; wheteas the contrary is ſo certain, that they do now 
pui ſue it with greater Application and Succeſs; than ever; the Poor daily reſorting 


to em in great numbers. | 
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GR. Tho, Allington , Treß⸗ 
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6 af the Subſcribers to the Diſpenſary at the 
College of Phyſicians, in Marwicſ lane, LONDON. 


». Coxe. 


Sawbpſon, 
Thomas Gzbſon. 
Charles Goodal. © 
Sir Edm, King. 


Sam. Garth. 


Bar 1. Soame ©” 
Dent on Nicholas. 


| Joſeph Gaylard. 
| 1 


n pollaſton. 
Steph. Hunt. 

Oliver Horſeman, 
Rich. Morton, Jun. 
David Hamilton, 
Hen. Morells. 
Walter Harris. 
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Martin Lyſter, 

Jo. Colbatch. 

Bernard Connor. 

W. Coc kburn, 

J. le Feure. 

F. Sylveſter. 

Ch. Morton. 

Walt. Charlton. 

Phineas Fowke. 

Tho. Alvey. | 

Rob. Gray. 

John Wright. 

Fames Drake. SEE Op 
Sam. Morris. : 
John Woodward. 


Norris. 


GeorgeColebrock. 
Harvey. 
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